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Abstract. We describe the types of directional verbs in the modern Chinese lan-
guage, their meaning and grammatical features. Each type of directional verb is
analyzed separately. In addition, this research aims to clearly identify, define,
and describe the differences between directional verbs in the modern Chinese
language using examples.
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Every nationality develops by speaking its own language, keeping indi-
genous traditions and customs. Language is a spiritual means of communica-
tion of a certain people, a certain populated place, a certain country. It is an
inexhaustible valuable treasure that is passed on from one generation to
another and in the future. Each language is like a universe for its people. It is
its—nobleness and its pearl. All qualities and features will undoubtedly
manifest and develop from year to year, from century to century as a spiritual,
cultural heritage of a native people.

The development of the Chinese language, which is widely spoken
throughout the world, is directly related to the development of the society.
The emergence of various changes in the society increases the rate of
development of the language and leads to a greater degree of maturity. The
global interest in a developed and prosperous language will increase.
Historical heritage, symbols made in antiquity on animal bones and turtle
shells, ancient Chinese inscriptions, calligraphy, which occupy a special place
in the Chinese culture. They are highly regarded as an art. The unique hierog-
lyphs, which differ from each other, attract the attention of researchers. At the
same time. At the same time, the number of young people who want to learn
Chinese is growing all over the world extensionally.

However, we all know that there are not enough textbooks and necessary
materials in foreign languages to learn Chinese. However, grammar acquisi-
tion is paramount to the process of language learning. Because of that, it is
necessary to systematize in detail all the studies on verbs.

In Chinese, a verb can indicate a goal of an action. Sometimes a verb
means a relative sign of an object. In denoting an action or state of an object a
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verb usually acts as a predicate. The Chinese scientist Lu Fubo gave the
following definition to verbs in his work: “verbs denote actions, behaviors,
mental sensations or the existence, development, change and disappearance of
objects. Verbs are divided into types of verbs that denote action, mood,
change in life, opportunity, need, direction and definition” [1, p. 8]. When
analyzed morphemically, verbs in modern Chinese are divided into two types:
simple (single) verbs and complex verbs. The most difficult verbs that many
linguists find difficult to learn and use are the directional verbs.

In addition to expressing the idea of movement and direction of
movement in relation to the speaker, this verb type often plays a role in
expressing the nature of the action “start” or “continuation”. Directional verbs
are divided into simple and complex. For example, simple types 3 14i (come
here) and 7= qu (go there, there) mean a general direction towards or away
from the speaker. While complex verbs clarify it with respect to different
sides of the space, indicating the general direction. Directional verbs can often
be viewed as special service morphemes that have gone through the grammar
process and denote the category of a directive [2, p. 130].

Chinese grammar scholars have different opinions and ideas on direction-
al verbs. While some consider them to be auxiliary verbs or adverbs, others
give directional verbs such definitions as suffixes or additions.

Directional verbs in Chinese indicate the direction of movement and are
mono- or two-voiced (see Table 1).

Table 1

Directional verbs in Chinese indicate the direction of movement
and are mono- or two-voiced

E T i i H i &
k| bk | TR | bk | WOk | BDE | bk | K
% | bk | Tk | g% | wmE | Wk | bE

Directional verbs can be used as a predicate or predicate kernel, for
example: “The moon has set, the sun has not risen yet”. But most often they
indicate direction after other verbs or adjectives, and act as a complement of

direction, for example: «& (H) —A&Py», «& (HK) —A&Kfy,
«& () —A&H (k) »[3, p. 12]. The above verbs have multifunctional
properties, that is, they can perform an independent verb function in a
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sentence, as well as serve as an auxiliary component for creating complex
verbs in combination with other verbs. We must acknowledge that compound
words composed in combination in turn can serve as an independent verb, and
can also be combined with the verb of movement, offering the meaning of
direction.

Let us consider the direction verbs separately, classifying and analyzing
them with examples:

>k (1ai) — indicates that the action is directed towards the speaker. For
example, someone approaches the speaker from a distance;

% (qu) — indicates that the action is directed away from the speaker. For
example, someone leaves, floats away, flies away, etc.

The most important thing is to find out where the speaker is. If the inten-
tion of the speaker is to draw the interlocutor closer, they use 3 (l4i). If they
want the opposite, they use Z (qu).

= (shang) means the movement upward. By adding the verb & the
action is directed upwards to the speaker. The speaker, being on the top floor,
tells the partner to go up to him. In the form of 7% the action is directed
upward from the speaker, being at the bottom, they tell the partner to go up.
For example:

WK b3k, — Please come to me.

Seik&E B, — Let the students to go up first.

T (xia) means the movement downwards. By adding the verb 3, we get
T2k, The action is directed to the speaker, that is, the speaker, being below,
calls the partner above. If a 2K joins the semantic verb, it indicates a change
in position or a transition to a new state, as well as the course of action from
the past to the present. In the case when the verb | is combined with the verb
7, the action is directed from the speaker. The speaker and the interlocutor
are at the top, the. The speaker tells the interlocutor to go down. In some cases
T2 is used together with the verbs that do not mean the movement in the
space. Added after the semantic verb, it means the continuation of the action.
For example:

R F3RIE, — Come down to me.

Mif& T3k T, — Rain stopped.

IR F£%E %K, — Come down here and look at it.

WEIERE N2, — My mother asked me to keep writing.

#t (jin) means come in; #t3 (jin 14i) — the action is directed to the
speaker, who is inside of a building. If the verb 2% (qu) is added, the action is
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directed from the speaker towards the building. When the circumstance of a
place is known, it is always placed before the verbs /2. For example:

ARG, RAIERHESENE, — It is cold outside, please, everybody,
come in.

BAEMhAE, fRroCi#EZE, — Don't let him wait, you come first.

W75 425, — Enter the hostel.

tH (chii) means come out; i3k (chu lai) means leave any building or
room. The action is directed to the speaker outside the building. If the verb
HiZ (chi qu) is put together, on the contrary, the action is directed from the
speaker inside the building. A feature of the verb {2k is that it can be used
with the verbs that do not express movement in space, and mean
“understand”, “define”, “look™. For example:

FIRIR H Sk P, — | went to walk with you.

AT LB, — Let’s go for a walk.

A[LUE Sk, R A BRI ML, — You can see that he does not agree
with me.

>k (qgilai) means rise, start; used together with the verbs that do not
mean movement in space, as well as with adjectives, it means the beginning
or gradual improvement of the quality and properties of the action. For
example:

I 2SR T, — He suddenly started laughing.

KELTEFENR T, — The weather has finally become warmer.

The internal structure of Chinese verbs is complex. They have different
grammatical characteristics depending on the type of verbs. There are
common grammatical features between verbs and adjectives, so it is very
difficult to generalize the grammatical characteristics applicable to all verbs
[4, p. 39].

After analyzing the verbs of direction, one can see the following
grammatical features:

1. Along with the fact that it is a predicate, a directional verb, when
joining another verb and adjective, can be an additional part of the sentence.
For example:

R, GEREE, U, KH, TTF, =k, kHE

1) A%& FZE7T, —The moon disappeared.

2) KPR Hk, — The sun has not appeared yet.

3) ANEHFEEd T, — The life is becoming better.

2. Directional verbs have two different meanings.

1) It shows the direction of the movement. The movement is limited. For
example:
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2 (pull up), A& F3E (sit), &EMRIZ (go back);

2) The action also has an abstract variable meaning: the movement is not
limited. For example:

Tk Kl ekl (RoRSIMERFFLS) - To get down to
business, to start laughing, to start the discussion (it shows the beginning of
the action).

BTE UWNE BFEFNE (ERIMELEEE) — To keep writing, to
keep talking, to keep the track (shows the continuation of the action).

ARk MRk BRIk GEMURESITAGKE) - To start to
become better, to become stronger, to start being nervous (the start of the
development of a certain action).

IR ETE i TE GEMRESkSK ) — To keep being hot,
to continue losing weight, to continue relaxing (the continuation of the
development of a certain action).

3. When verbs are put alongside directional verbs, the object occurs in
these three kinds of sentences.

1) Verb-predicate + Directional verb + Object. For example:

fth 37 B3R £ 15, — He brought many books.

WA BT AR EL Y — 515, — Halyk took the letter from his pocket.

2) Predicate + Directional verb + Object + Directional verb. For example:

B & H— AR/ 3k, — Li Min has brought one novel.

ftl— 1 = B2, — He climbed the mountain easily.

3) Predicate + Object + Directional verb. For example:

[P K 4Rk, — The classmates took out the paper.

FNwE T —EHMZHZE, — Salik wrote a response to the letter [5, p. 36-
37].

4. Compound verbs of direction of movement in Chinese can include two
modifiers, the structure of which is as follows:

Verb + modifier 1 + modifier 2. This structure determines the direction of
movement both in space and relative to the speaker. For example:

H_ >k — run up here; 2 _F-2% — run up there;

8 3k — run down here; 8 2% — run down there;

£ — enter here; A=3E % — enter there;

A i3k — going out here; & Hi 7% — going out there;

A1 — come back here; 7 [F]Z — come back there;

A1k — go here (pass by); #£id % — go there (pass by);

whE 3 — stand up.
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5. In case the sentence has a direct object, it can come before >K/or after
/2. For example:

e — APk or 3k —AH,

6. The ending of the past tense | can be placed after the verb or at the
end of the sentence. The i suffix is also common at the end of a sentence,
and the 7 suffix can only be used with verbs that do not express action, so
since the direction verb denotes action and movement, the 5 suffix cannot be
attached.

For example:

FEWRAT T ERRESK or FEWIAT A ESK T, — Dina has brought a cake.

ERFEEZE, EARIE, — He has not returned after she left our
country.

But if the circumstances are clear, the suffix is added only at the end of
the sentence. For example:

I T 28R T, — He went to restaurant to have dinner.

7. Additional meanings can arise, when the following modifiers are added
to verbs that do not express movement-direction. For example:

|- (shang) — result of the action and its sequence. & |- — hang.

T (xia) — result of the action. #£4% T — prepare.

T (guo) — end of the action by time. IZ i — tried to drink.

itZ (qi) — beginning of the action. VL — start talking.

8. In sentences with verb and object structures, the object always
precedes>&/Z. For example:

%1 — to read a book — considered a verb and object structure. If we
want to add the 2 k¢, & £ 153k — this means “to start reading the book”. Or if
the T~ Zwas added, we will get & F15Z. It can be translated “to continue
reading the book”.

The definition of this verb type is close to the auxiliary verbs. The
Chinese linguists traditionally refer the indicators of the direction of
movement and the period of action to auxiliary verbs, while Russian scientists
consider them as suffixes like L3k, T2, €3k [6, p. 257].

As a result of a comprehensive analysis of the main directional verbs in
Chinese, we can come to the following conclusion:

1. Direction verbs are a relatively unique and self-contained verb type in
the modern Chinese language.

2. They express not only the direction of movement of people or objects
in space, but also the development, change, beginning and continuation of
things.
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3. After combining with verbs and forming phrases, it is considered as a
subject and an object. It does not only designate a location.

4. Despite their small number, verbs that denote direction are used widely.

The semantic function and syntactic characteristics are also quite
complex, therefore they occupy a very important place among the parts of
speech.

5. The study and knowledge of the grammatical features of verbs in
Chinese is important, since they are a kind of “markers” that allow one to
accurately determine the boundaries of the predicate group and carry out a
grammatical analysis of the sentence, which is a guarantee of complete and
correct translation.
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CEMAHTHYECKASA XAPAKTEPUCTHUKA U OCOBEHHOCTH TJIATOJIOB HA-
MHPABJEHHS B COBPEMEHHOM KUTANCKOM SI3bIKE
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Annomayus. PaccMOTpeHBI BHIBI TJIAar0JIOB HANPABICHUS B COBPEMEHHOM KHTAWCKOM SI3BIKE,
UX 3HA4YCHWE W TpaMMaTHYeCKHe OCOOEHHOCTH, MOAPOOHO pa3o0paH KakIbli BUI Tjaroia,
HAaIpaBJICHUs 110 OTIEIbHOCTH. Kpome Toro, maHHas HMccienoBaTenbckas paboTa HalpaBlieHa
Ha TO, YTOOBI YETKO BBLIBHTH, ONPENENUTH, a TAaK)kKe€ BCECTOPOHHE IOKa3aTh Ha INpuUMepax
pa3IuMs MEXIY IIarojaMy HalpaBiIeHHs B COBPEMEHHOM KUTAHCKOM SI3BIKE.

Kniouesvie cnosa: COBpeMEHHBIA KUTaMCKUH SA3bIK, TPAMMATHUKA, IJaroj, IJIaroJjsl Halpaslle-
HUS, TPaMMaTHYeCKue 0COOCHHOCTH
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